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ks For Wr m 
Helping Make 
The World A 
More Humane 
Place For All 
Ijust wanted to thank you for writing such a thoughtful and well-
researched article about the mission I 
share with so many people - to make 
the world a more humane place for peo-
ple and animals. Your article in the 
March issue gave a voice to the animal 
welfare issues relevant in every commu-
nity; not just in Delaware or Illinois, but 
everywhere. 
To be successful in preventing animal 
cruelty, reducing pet homelessness, and 
improving quality of life for animals and 
the people who care for them, we must 
bring attention to the need. The Saluki 
family extends across the world, and we 
can all make a difference for animals in 
our community. 
Thank you for connecting us on these 
important issues. 




Memories Of SIU 
Ilook forward to receiving my Southern Alumni magazine and was saddened 
to read of the passing of Don "Notso" 
Vollrath in the March edition. I came to 
Southern from another southern -
Southern California - and truly enjoyed 
my four years at SIU. 
I competed for the women's gymnas-
tics team with Herb Vogel as coach, 
worked in the art department, and 
majored in physical education. The 
photo you shared of Don and Cindy 
Painter really brought back the memo-
ries of my first year at Southern living in 
Mae Smith, spending many late nights 
with my dorm mates after practice, dat-
ing a football player for four years, and 
just loving southern Illinois. 
My education there was the best, as 
was the time spent with my many 
friends and teammates on the beautiful 
campus.Thanks for rekindling so many 
wonderful memories. 
Marjie (Schilling) Page '72 
Life Member 
Newport Beach, Calif. 
Manion Rice 
Rice Made A Difference For This Alumna 
It was with deep sadness that I read about the passing of Dr. W. Manion Rice in the recent Southern Alumni. I first met him at the 1979 summer journal-
ism camp he coordinated for SIU that attracted high school students from the 
surrounding area. That camp solidified my decision to attend 
SIU, and it also led to my first student work job on campus ... 
in Rice's office. 
In addition to teaching journalism courses, Rice was responsi-
ble for "outreach" programming to further the field of journalism 
in the region and to help recruit students to the school. Two of the 
organizations he advised/coordinated were the Mid-America 
Press Association (MPI) and the Southern Illinois School Press 
Association (SISPA). He also taught writing and journalism cours-
es at area prisons - something he found to be especially gratifying. 
He was committed to the field of journalism, to education, and to SIU. Working 
with him was truly one of the highlights of my college years. He stretched a dollar 
farther than anyone I have ever known, and he was "green" long before it was in 
style to recycle. I still think of him every time I "reuse" a large manila envelope! 
Rice taught me numerous time-saving tips. He also said that as a journalist, I 
didn't need to know every answer, but I did need to know how to find the answer. 
At the heart of every good university is a caring, dedicated faculty. I was 
blessed with many extraordinary professors and mentors at SIU, and W. Manion 
Rice led that list. 
Gina (Mitchell) Gramarosso '84 
Life Member 
Naperville, III. 
Editor's Note: Rice, a former director of the SIU School of Journalism and an important 
figure in journalism in southern Illinois, died in November at the age of 91. He was active 
with many student groups and was especially beloved by SISPA, which each year honors 




some time after you've read this issue of Southern Alumni to let us know what 







Dear Fellow Salukis: 
When I became SIU's chancellor in 2010,1 had done my homework. I knew a lot about the university's history, challenges and potential. 
I knew that SIU had started as a college for teachers and grown into a 
major research university offering programs in everything from accounting 
to zoology. I knew of SIU's proud legacy educating students traditionally 
underserved by higher education - a legacy we continue today as we serve 
students who have limited resources or who are the first in their families to 
attend college. 
The university's challenges in 2010 were significant. We were in the midst 
of deep state budget cuts exacerbated by declining enrollments, which were 
in turn exacerbated by a somewhat negative - and inaccurate - public image. 
I knew that it would take a lot of hard work and sacrifice on the part of the 
entire university community to regain our financial footing and reputation. 
But I also knew that SIU had the grit and potential to overcome these 
challenges in order to survive and thrive. And together, that's exactly what we 
have done. 
Today, SIU is financially stable, our reputation is growing, and new students who are seeking the brains of a national universi-
ty and the heart of a small college are discovering us each day. While there are challenges facing SIU and all of higher education 
ahead, we have become better prepared for a promising future. 
One thing I did not know when I came to SIU four years ago was how dedicated its many friends - alumni, donors, faculty, 
staff and more - are to its success. Your commitment is the primary reason SIU has been able to rise above its challenges and 
become a top-tier research university focused on student success. 
Thanks to our many friends, we have stayed true to our character and legacies while embracing and adapting to the changing 
needs of our students, state and world. We are conducting research that makes a difference in people's lives, and we are investing 
in the success of our community and region. 
As I take the next steps in my career as president of Northern Arizona University, I leave knowing that SIU is in good hands -
your hands - and will have a very bright future as a result. I am both proud and humbled to have been a part of this great uni-




Drury Hotels: Good Value 



















Dell Helping You 





































































































Log on today at www.siualumni.com. 
Did you know? 
www.siualumni.com/advantages 
Flying Salukis Atop Aviation World 
Southern Illinois University Carbondale's Flying Salukis are atop the collegiate aviation world for the second time in 
four years. 
With 11 team members scoring 349 points, the Flying 
Salukis earned the 2014 National Intercollegiate Flying 
Association championship on May 17 at The Ohio State 
University Airport. This is the ninth national title in program 
history; the team finished third in 2012 and 2013 after winning 
the championship in 2011. 
"This is another historic moment in our aviation programs 
proud tradition," Chancellor Rita Cheng says. "The talent and 
dedication of the team members and coaches is inspiring to all of 
us and again shows the strength of our university and its pro-
grams." 
Paced by junior 




tured the flight 
events title and fin-
ished fourth in 
ground events. The 
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each of the events 








North Dakota finished third with 317 points. Twenty-seven 
teams competed May 12-17. 
Coach Nathan Lincoln says that with "an extremely talented 
group of kids" there is always a chance to win a national title, 
but with the close competition that exists, "it takes a lot of 
things coming together to be able to win it." 
"To win this is a compliment to our program," Lincoln, who 
also credits the hard work of his assistant coaches, says. "It's 
extremely challenging every year to get a team together that 
will be nationally competitive, and knowing that you are going 
against schools that are four times larger than you makes it 
that much more difficult." 
There were seven ground events and four flight events. 
Ground events are aircraft preflight inspection, aircraft recog-
nition, computer accuracy, crew resource management, ground 
trainer simulator, instrument flight rules simulator and simu-
lated comprehensive area navigation (SCAN). Flight events are 
message drop, navigation, power-off landing and short-field 
approach and landing. The top 20 contestants in each event 
earn points for their team. 
David NewMyer, chair of the Department of Aviation 
Management and Flight, believes several factors contributed to 
this win. In addition to the squad's dedication to team prac-
tices, the depth of the talent played an integral role. 
"Another key point with this group of kids and those over 
the last four years has been the support of parents and family 
members of the team," NewMyer says. "The coaches and team 
members have my gratitude and admiration for winning the 
national championship." 
The Flying Salukis assistant coaches are senior lecturer Kim 
Carter, also an academic adviser, and assistant instructors and 
former Flying Salukis Michael LeFevre, James Libuszowski and 
Samuel Oas."The people I have on the coaching side have been 
amazing," Lincoln says. "They put a lot of extra hours in ensur-
ing that the students have the information and the talents they 
need to be able to succeed." 
Lincoln thanks NewMyer for being a "critical voice" for the 
program's success through the years. NewMyer, who became a 
professor in 2000, is retiring this year after nearly four 
decades with SIU, including 21 years as department chair. He 
started at SIU as a part-time, visiting instructor in 1975; in 
1979, he became coordinator and a visiting assistant professor 
in aviation management. 
"I'm glad we were able to give him one last national champi-






























































the Journal of Children and Media, a quarterly international multidiscipli­
nary and multimethod academic journal she founded in 2006. She is also 
the author or co­author of several books, including Screening Gender in 
Children's TV:The Views of Producers Around the World and The Routledge 
International Handbook of Children, Adolescents and the Media. 
On The Side 
Dafna Lemish 
Adrian Miller 
Miller Chosen As 



















SIU Claims Top Collegiate 





























Traveling Vietnam Wall 
Coming To Carbondale 
The Traveling Vietnam Wall, spon-sored by the American Veterans 
Traveling Tribute (AVTT), is coming to 
Carbondale Sept. 11-14 and will be dis-
played on the SIU practice football field 
just south of Saluki Stadium. 
The wall is an 80 percent scale ver-
sion of the Vietnam Memorial Wall in 
Washington, D.C. At 360 feet in length, it 
contains every name etched on the origi-
nal. At its apex the wall is eight feet tall, 
and the AVTT traveling wall is the largest 
replica in the United States. 
Spearheading the effort to bring the 
wall to Carbondale, Mark "Skip" 
Cosgrove '75, M.S. '84, a retired SIU 
employee and former Marine says, 
"Viewing it is the closest that visitors can 
get short of going to the Washington, D.C., 
Vietnam War Memorial. As of March of 
this year, 14 additional names have been 
added to the wall, so it is current. I believe 
that visitors to the wall in Carbondale will 
be both impressed and humbled." 
The wall's mission is to honor and 
remember those men and women who 
gave the ultimate sacrifice in service to 
their country The wall provides an edu-
cational opportunity in a convenient 
location. Entry is free, and all are wel-
come. 
This event is in conjunction with the 
annual veterans' appreciation tailgate 
and football game when the Salukis host 
Southeast Missouri State on Saturday, 
Sept. 13. 
Cosgrove underscores the need of 
financial assistance in bringing this 
project to Carbondale, which is esti-
r4W 
The AVTT wall is the largest of all traveling walls at 80 percent of the original wall in Washington, D.C. 
10 Southern Alumni 
mated at $50,000. "Bringing the 
Traveling Vietnam Wall here is a signif-
icant undertaking and takes consider-
able time and resources to present," he 
says. "Because it will be free to all visi-
tors, we have had to seek both mone-
tary and in-kind donations to bring 
the wall in and do an exemplary job of 
displaying it along with all the cere-
monies and support materials and 
equipment needed. 
"All involved are volunteers and 
have spent a lot of time and personal 
funds to plan the event. Fund raising 
and in-kind donations are key to the 
success of project." 
The visit of the Traveling Vietnam 
Wall is underwritten by Shawnee 
Detachment #812 of the Marine Corps 
League, Southern Illinois University, 
local businesses, social service organi-
zations and individuals. Funding and 
Messages, clothing, and other items are often left at the wall by family and friends of 
the soldiers. 
in-kind donations are welcome, and Cosgrove at skipcos@siu.edu or call 
donors are encouraged to contact him at 618/967-9462. 
$4,799 members (3­year or life) 
$4,999 non­members 
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V _ J 
Visit www.siualumni.com/travel for more information and to discover 
additional trips offered through Saluki Travels. 
Not a member but want to receive this great rate? 
join today at www.siualumni.com/join. 
Annual Members: Upgrade  to a  3­Year or  Life 
Membership to redeem this special rate. 
Call us at 618/453-2408 or go online to 
siualumni.com/join. 
HIGHLIGHTS INCLUDE 
Cairns,  Great  Barrier  Reef,  Tjapukai  Aboriginal  Cultural  Park, 
Hartley's  Crocodile  Farm,  Sydney,  Sydney  Opera  House, 
Sydney Harbour Cruise, and Fiji. 
Southern Alumni 11 
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ndrew Krause '92 remembers 
some advice he received more 
than 15 years ago. He was cautioned to think long 
and hard before starting his own company and 
working with his best friend. 
The SIU Carbondale graduate trusted his own 
intuition, however, and in 1998 became CEO of AKA 
MEDIA INC. on Ontario Street in downtown 
Chicago. A year later he coaxed his college room-
mate, Tim Parker '93, into joining him as president 
with an offer he couldn't refuse - he agreed to sell 
him half the company for $5. 
Despite that remarkable overture, the move rep-
resented a leap of faith for Parker, who at the time 
was employed by St. Louis public relations giant 
Fleishman-Hillard. "I knew Andrew would be suc-
cessful, and I believed in myself, too," Parker now 
says. "We hit it off right away in college and have 
been friends ever since. It has been an amazing 15 
years at AKA." 
AKA MEDIA INC. markets products and services 
for clients via multimedia communication, including 
video, radio, web, television, and social media. Its 
staff specializes in multimedia consulting, media 
relations, digital and web video services, integrated 
marketing, and corporate communications. Their 
diverse client list has included McDonald's, Sears, got 
milk?, Kraft, Riddell, Sharpie, and many more. 
For Krause and Parker, who both majored in pub-
lic relations at Southern, it started as roommates at 
Mae Smith Hall on the SIU campus. "It is important 
to hire the right people," Krause says. "I got to know 
a lot about Tim while we were in school. When you're 
a Saluki, values of work ethic and character are 
instilled in you." 
Both garnered early experience in their chosen 
field through involvement with SIU's Public 
Relations Student Society of America 
(PRSSA) chapter. "PRSSA was a great 
experience and the organization was 
making waves on a national level. That is 
what made me want to join," Krause 
says. "It opened doors for us, and we 
have turned to PRSSA to hire talented 
staff members." 
Eight years ago, a PRSSA faculty advi-
sor recommended Sarah (Schalmo) 
Gitersonke '06 to the company. Then the 
president of the organization, she is now 
a senior producer at AKA MEDIA INC. 
Gitersonke impressed Krause and Parker 
during an internship and was subse-
quently hired fulltime. A few years later, 
another SIU PRSSA vice president, Paige 
Hollenberg '10, was hired as a producer. 
"We know the quality SIU turns out, 
and we respect the training and maturity 
the young professionals from PRSSA 
bring with them," Parker notes. "It has 
played an important role in our compa-
ny's success." 
Southern Alumni recently visited their 
Chicago office to discuss the company's 
history and future. 
Southern Alumni: Did you know 
one another before you attended SIU? 
Tim Parker: No - I was from the St. 
Louis area and Andrew was from 
Chicago. We were thrown together in the 
dorms our freshman year. My assigned 
roommate never showed up, so I was ini-
tially living the high life in a single room. 
Andrew was in the same dorm, but had 
two other roommates. After about a 
month, housing started reassigning 
some dorm space, and I had the great 
fortune of getting 'stuck' with Andrew. 
SA: As freshmen did you both have 
interest in public relations? 
Andrew Krause: I had an immediate 
interest, but for Tim it evolved over time. 
TP: I started out in the psychology 
program, but after a couple of years I 
realized how long it would take me to 
finish clinicals and internships. I was 
wondering if I would be 30 years old by 
the time I got out of school. I looked at 
Andrew and said,'Tell me more about 
this public relations thing you are 
doing...' 
SA: You switched your major when 
you were a junior, and eventually both of 
you became invested in PRSSA at SIU. It 
provided the groundwork for future 
employment, didn't it? 
AK: It really did, as PRSSA was not 
EXTERNS ENJOY RKR EXPERIENCE 
RKA MEDIA INC. hosted four Salukis as 2014 Externs this spring, as Radiah Henderson, Miranda Rohrer, Connor 
Stuckslager, and Hannah White learned the ropes through 
working with the company's producers, editors, designers, and 
media experts. 
"To me, these students represent hope for all Millennial," says 
Executive Producer and CEO Andrew Krause. "They chose to give 
up their spring breaks to get their hands dirty with us. That 
demonstrates the work ethic their future employers want to see." 
The main focus for the Externs was to research, brainstorm, 
and present fresh digital media ideas for the 2014 All-American 
Soap Box Derby. Throughout the week, they received back-
ground materials and guidance on the project in meetings with 
Krause and fellow producers Sarah Gitersonke and Paige 
Hollenberg. At the end of the week, the students presented an 
action plan to Ail-American Soap Box Derby Board Member 
Bob Troyer. 
"This year's group of Externs really stepped up to the plate 
and impressed not only our staff, but also one of our most 
established clients," says Hollenberg. "Meeting with them one-
on-one and discussing their resumes and plans for the future 
was the highlight of my week. The enthusiasm and excitement 
each showed for their tasks, and their willing-
ness to learn as much as possible during their 
short stint here, was invigorating." 
For the students, the experience is some-
thing they will never forget. 
"AKA gave us a project to work on instead 
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just another club to join as a student. 
They were nationally recognized and 
doing remarkable things across the 
country. When we would attend confer-
ences, it was telling that a student from a 
university such as Cornell would ask us 
about things they heard we were doing 
in Carbondale. 
SA: What jobs did you have before 
starting AKA MEDIA INC.? 
AK: We both had more than five 
years of service at other public relations 
firms. I worked with Golin/Harris 
Communications in Chicago and 
lohnstonWells in Denver. Tim worked 
five years in St. Louis for Fleishman-
Hillard. 
SA: What was the tipping point that 
made you consider starting your own 
company? 
AK: After a few years, it occurred to 
me that the most fun and the best budgets 
were projects tied to television and video. 
When I returned to Chicago from Denver, 
I worked in the video business with a per-
son who had previously been a vendor. 
That only lasted a little over a year, and I 
decided to call the person I trusted more 
than anyone else in the world - Tim. 
TP: He asked me if I had ever 
thought about moving to Chicago, and I 
quickly told him no. I was involved with 
high profile clients at Fleishman-Hillard 
- the St. Louis Rams were one - and I 
was on a fast track to becoming a part-
ner level employee. Still, I agreed to come 
up to Chicago and meet with Andrew in 
February 1999. We talked and I quickly 
made the decision to join him at AKA 
MEDIA INC. 
AK: Obviously teaming with your 
best friend in a business plan is usually 
something that is against everyone's 
advice. But 15 years later we are still in 
the perfect marriage. We balance each 
other well. Tim will stop me from doing 
something crazy, and sometimes I will 
point him in a direction he might not 
have thought about exploring. 
SA: What has been your basic expan-
sion plan over the years? 
The Externs at a brainstorming session with Executive Producer and CEO Andrew Krause."l enjoyed the experience and would highly 
recommended the company to students looking for work in public relations,"says SIU student Radiah Henderson. 
Stuckslager. "I know how much the Ail-American Soap Box 
Derby means to AKA, so it was an honor when they left the pro-
ject in our hands." 
Rohrer agrees. "In my classes we talk a lot about the exten-
sion of brand identity when it comes to products and advertis-
ing. I found all of the branding, marketing, and media done 
there to be a great learning experience. The week was fun and 
extremely valuable to my work in the design field." 
It wasn't, however, all work and no play in the offices that 
week. The externs had a Chicago-style pizza lunch with SIU 
Foundation Chicago Region Development Officer Mary 
Carroll '85, and they participated in Popcorn Lover's Day 
taste testing. 
"The time I spent at AKA was invaluable," says White. "It 
was a glimpse into the working world and a great reminder of 
what all of my late nights at SIU are for." 
J 
grow. 
AK: I also think the 
next big wave will be 4K, 
which represents four 
times the high definition 
you are currently getting. 
With that will come 
changes in the way we 
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Mary Carter Kias Celebrates 100 Years 
Mary Carter in 1936. 
by Suzanne McCafferty 
When Mary Carter graduated in 1936, SIU was known as Southern Illinois Normal University, and Mary was any-
thing but "normal." The youngest of the 11 children born to 
Grant and Charlotte Eva Carter of Carbondale, she was a college 
graduate, a career woman, a wife, 
a "working mother" before the 
phrase was coined, a world trav-
eler, and an elected official. 
And in June, Mary Carter 
Kias celebrates her 100th birth-
day. 
Mary lived at home at the 
corner of Grand and Marion 
while she attended University 
High School as well as SINU. Her 
father's property was purchased 
by the University in the 1950s, 
and in the 1970s, the Rec Center 
was built in that area. In the 1930s, everyone on campus had 
lunch from noon until 1 p.m., so she walked home for lunch. 
Studying was done at Wheeler Library or at the University Cafe. 
Favorite student hangouts were Entsminger's on North 
Illinois and Fox's Drug Store at the corner of Walnut and 
Illinois. Mary remembers that on the Fourth of July, the boys 
would stand outside Fox's and throw small firecrackers under 
the feet of the girls as they walked by Carbondale coeds typi-
cally shopped at Johnson, Vansil and Taylor department store, 
known as "JVT," on North Illinois Avenue. 
It may sound strange now, but in the 1930s, students were 
required to attend a daily chapel service in the Auditorium. The 
University High School students sat in the balcony, and the col-
lege students were seated on the main floor. As attendance was 
mandatory, every row had a monitor to take roll, but Mary 
admits that if one had a good row monitor, it was possible to 
cut chapel occasionally 
Also, during the service, University President Henry Shryock 
sat at a large desk on the stage, and if someone talked, he would 
pound on his desk, point to the offender, and yell, "Quiet!" After 
his untimely death in 1935 from a heart attack, the Auditorium 
was named for him. 
Mary recalls that several professors lived south of the cam-
pus on faculty row. Professor Boomer lived there, and Mary was 
friends with his daughter. Another instructor, a Mr. Collier, 
taught geography, but apparently he was not aware that during 
his tests, some of the students would write the questions on a 
sheet of paper and throw them out the window of Old Main to 
waiting accomplices who would answer the questions for them. 
Mary claims she never participated in this scam! 
An English professor named Miss Wells, however, may be 
Mary's most memorable teacher. Wells introduced Mary to her 
future husband, Thomas Nelson Kias '34. Shortly after they 
met, Mary asked Nelson to be her date for her Sigma Sigma 
Sigma sorority dance. They dated for five years before marrying 
in 1939. (Years later, Nelson would take their children to visit 
Wells several times when she lived in the Randolph County 
Nursing Home.) 
After graduating from SINU, Mary taught school in 
Coulterville, 111., and then worked in the office of The Free Press 
newspaper in Carbondale, owned by Col. Robert Davis. In 1941, 
Mary and Nelson relocated to Blue Island, 111., where Nelson 
taught and coached high school. The SIU Alumni Association 
life member also taught grade school for many years in 
Midlothian, 111., and finished the 
last ten years of her career as an 
English teacher at Eisenhower 
High School in Blue Island. In 
1965, Mary was elected to the 
school board in Midlothian and, 
while she served, became the first 
Ik woman president of that board. 
Mary and Nelson both loved to 
mUm, travel and while their three chil-
r jHH& dren were young, the family made 
* IHHlli many automobile trips around 
the United States. One summer, 
they logged 10,000 miles on a trip 
from Chicago to New York to Florida to California and back to 
Chicago in a 1954 Ford! After they retired, the couple traveled to 
Alaska, Hawaii, Mexico, and Europe. Even after Nelson's death 
in 1985, Mary traveled on her own to Australia, Turkey, and 
three times to Hong Kong. 
Mary now lives near one of her daughters in Terre Haute, 
Ind. A centennial celebration was planned for family and 
friends on June 7, her 100th birthday. Mary hasn't been to the 
SIU campus in recent years and would probably be surprised at 
the many changes. 
But her memory of Carbondale and SIU during her younger 
years is still as vivid as her red hair. 
Editor's Note: Suzanne McCafferty '71 is a life member 
of the SIU Alumni Association and Mary's daughter. We thank 
her for sharing some of her mother's memories on her 100th 
birthday. 
Thomas Nelson Kias 
The Experience Of A Lifetime' 




















ted in amounts ranging between $250 
and $500. Awards were presented on the 
basis of need, but preference was given 
to SIU Alumni Association student 
members. There is no application 
Alicia Troutman shown working at Christy Webber 
Landscapes in Chicago. 
process to receive the 
award, as recipients are 
selected by a committee. 
In February, Externs 
were invited to a campus 
workshop with Brad Karsh, 
founder and president of 
lobBound, which prepares 
students for successful 
careers. The event was 
designed to provide stu-
dents with a skillset for 
successful workplace inter-
action. 
The SIU Alumni 
Association administers the 
program in cooperation 
with the following colleges: Agricultural 
Sciences, Applied Sciences and Arts, 
Business, Education and Human Services, 
Engineering, Liberal Arts, Mass 
Communication and Media Arts, and 
Science. The Extern Program has received 
two national awards from the 
Council for the Advancement 
and Support of Education, and 
since its inception, nearly 4,000 
students have participated with 
alumni and friends across the 
United States. 
"We appreciate the collabo-
ration with SIU's colleges, 
deans, and coordinators who 
assist us in making the Extern 
Program such a special experi-
ence for our students," says SIU 
Alumni Association Executive 
Director Michelle Suarez. 
"Some exciting changes are 
planned for the 2015 edition of 
Extern, as we are constantly 
exploring new approaches that 
can make this popular program 
even stronger." 
In March 2014 a ceremony was held 
at the SIU Student Center in recognition 
of those students who participated in the 
Extern Program. Externs received a cer-
tificate and shared stories of their expe-
riences. Melissa Verbeck '13, a human 
relations employee with Boeing and a 
former extern, related how being an 
Extern has benefitted her. 
Now in its 30th year, the Extern 
Program began as a partnership between 
the Student Alumni Council and the SIU 
Alumni Association. The program has 
many benefits, and is an opportunity to 
involve alumni with their alma mater 
while creating a unique opportunity for 
students to intimately observe and learn 
about their chosen profession. It also 
develops real world, outside-the-class-
room knowledge for Externs, focusing on 
career goals and objectives through 
experience. 
To learn more about the Extern 
Program, go to www.siualumni.com/ 
extern, contact Kayla Loyd at 
kavlal@alumni.siu.edu, or call the SIU 
Alumni Association at 618/453-2408. 
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2014 Extern Participants/Sponsors 
Student  Company  Sponsor 


































































































































Smith Named SIU Student 
Employee Of The Year 
Southern Illinois University Carbondale honored outstanding stu-
dent employees at a breakfast recogni-
tion ceremony April 17 as part of its 
observance of the annual National 
Student Employee Recognition Week. 
Benjamin Smith, a junior from 
Riverdale majoring in communication 
studies with a specialization in intercul-
tural communication, is this year's 
Student Employee of the Year. Haley 
Nelson, a senior human nutrition and 
dietetics major from Lake in the Hills, is 
the runner-up. 
Smith works in the Center for 
Inclusive Excellence, where, according to 
Derrick Williams Ph. D. '09, assistant 
director, he has the nickname 
"Superman." During the award presenta-
tion, Williams explained the nickname: 
it's partly because of Smith's strong work 
ethic, and partly because Superman 
stands for hope - and so does Smith. 
"He's always mentoring and counsel-
ing students, and it seems like everyone 
knows him," Williams says. "I have a 
four-year-old son, and if someone were 
to ask me who do I want my son to 
model himself after, it'd be Benjamin." 
Smith credited his upbringing in a 
Benjamin Smith (left) and Derrick Williams accept the award. Williams nominated Smith 
for the award, citing his work ethic and overall attitude as outstanding attributes. 
church and family community with 
inspiring him to help others. He 
explained his work ethic by quoting his 
father: "My father always said 'a dream 
without work isn't a dream, it's a fanta-
sy.'" 
As a student employee, Smith has had 
a hand in organizing campus and com-
munity events including Black History, 
Hispanic/Latino, LGBTQ, and Women's 
History months, and the Martin Luther 
King, Jr. observation on campus. He is 
active with the Paul Simon Public Policy 
Institute Men's Leadership Weekend, and 
he leads the Progressive Masculinities 
Mentors group that works with The 
Women's Center in Carbondale. Smith 
was also instrumental in bringing guest 
speaker Angela Davis to campus - a feat 
even Williams said he doubted was pos-
sible to accomplish. 
Lisa Peden, director of the Center for 
Learning Support Services, nominated 
Nelson, describing her a "a young pre-
professional with a can do' attitude who 
is willing to grow, develop and take on 
new duties." 
Nelson's duties include supervision of 
academic coaches, training, developing 
multi-media presentations, creating 
material for the university's UCOL 103 
courses for first year students, and pro-
moting the department generally. Peden 
praises Nelson's problem-solving abili-
ties, initiative and inter-personal skills. 
Terri Harfst '89, director of the 
Office of Financial Aid, said National 
Student Employment Week is an impor-
tant opportunity to thank student 
employees. 
"I enjoy reading the nomination let-
ters when they come in," she says. "It's 
uplifting, and it's exciting to learn about 
all the things our students are doing 
here on this campus." 
Southern Illinois 
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GRIZZELL, Harriett L."Jane," EX '41 
2/26/2014, Springfield, III. 








KLEIN, John D., EX '45 
4/04/2014, Carbondale, III. 








POWERS, Richard C., EX '49 
3/03/2014, Murphysboro, III. 
HINES, Rachel J., EX '50 
3/14/2014, Murphysboro, III. 




MOAKE, Virginia H„ EX '50 
4/03/2014, Marion, III. 
STEVENSON, John D."Jack,"EX '50 
3/29/2013, Batesville, Ark. 




























GRIFFIN, Georgia S., EX '55 
2/03/2014, West Frankfort, III. 
SMITH, Lewis L., EX '55 
4/11/2014, Elk Grove Village, III. 
TODD JR., William F."Bill,'"55 
2/23/2014, Marion, III. 






WALLACE, W. Kestner, '56, M.S.Ed. '60 
4/17/2014, Harrisburg, III. 
ARATA, Andrew A., M.S. '57 
9/10/2013, AlEXandria, Va. 





































































































































































































































































continued on page 30 





' A proud supporter of the SIU Alumni Association 
When you come back for a visit or to bring the next generation of SIU s tudents to their home-away-from-home, 
come to Rustle Hill Winery to experience the most interesting destination in southern Illinois! 
We feature an art gallery and gift shop highlighting local folk art. 
Our restaurant serves the finest in afternoon and evening fare. 
Three bandstands host hundreds of live shows each year. 
3-day weekends and beer-lovers Wednesdays 
Award-winning wines and more than 90 beers from the finest breweries in the world 
Five unique and luxurious cabins nestled on the hill above the amphitheater 
(Mention this Southern Alumni magazine ad when making your online reservation and receive a 15% discount!) 
EASY TO GET TO ... 







Baseball Season Ends In Fitting 
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Softball Drops Opener 



















five­member class of Kelsea Ashton, Michelle 
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Newton Retires As 















































Freeman Named MVC's 
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Kianicka Top Freshman In Valley Tennis 
Michal Kianicka earned MVC Freshman of the Year honors and Dann Nelson earned co­Coach of the Year honors in the league for the 2014 season. In 
addition, Jorge Cavero earned MVC All­Conference recognition at No. 2 singles, and 
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May Commencement Ceremonies 
Southern Illinois University Carbondale's commencement cere-
monies were held Saturday, May 10, as 
almost 3,300 candidates for degrees were 
set to graduate. That included 2,448 can-
didates for bachelor's degrees, 579 candi-
dates for master's degrees, 124 candi-
dates for doctoral degrees, 90 law degree 
candidates, and 44 candidates for associ-
ate degrees. 
Three separate commencement cere-
monies were held at the SIU Arena for 
undergraduate, graduate, and profes-
sional students. For the first time, each of 





Author and actress Ali Wentworth 
was the keynote speaker for each of the 
three ceremonies. Wentworth's film work 
includes "It's Complicated," and "Jerry 
Maguire," and she was a regular on the 
television series "In Living Color." 
Wentworth is the daughter of a political 
journalist and President Ronald Reagan's 
social secretary. She and her husband, 
ABC's political host and "Good Morning 
America" co-anchor George 
Stephanopoulos, live in New York City 
with their two daughters. 
The University also honored two indi-
viduals during commencement for their 
service and commitment with 
Distinguished Service Awards, lames 
Moody '67, one of the nation's leading 
lighting designers, received his honor 
during the 9 a.m. commencement exer-
cise. Charles Priester, a widely recognized 
aviation industry leader whose commit-
ment to the program spans more than 30 
years, received his honor during the 5:30 















standing accomplishments within each 
award category. 
"Our distinguished alumni represent 
the significant accomplishments of SIU 
graduates across many fields," says SIU 
Chancellor Rita Cheng. "They demonstrate 
to our students the value of an SIU educa-
tion as a platform for successful careers." 
The Distinguished Alumni Award 
began in 1998. Michelle Suarez, executive 
director of the SIU Alumni Association, 
says the day is always special, as current 
SIU students have the opportunity to 
engage with the awardees. 
"On behalf of our Board of Directors, 
we are delighted to welcome these hon-
orees to campus," says Suarez. "They are 
shining examples of what SIU has to 
offer the world." 
The 2014 SIU Distinguished Alumni 
Award recipients are: 
Career Achievement: 
Nick Calamos '83 
Calamos is president of investments 
and co-chief investment officer at 
Calamos Asset Management Inc. and for-
mer president of Calamos Investments. 
He is responsible for research and port-
folio management for the firm's family of 
mutual funds, closed-end-funds and 
separately managed accounts, totaling 
more than $35 billion in assets. 
Leading the development of the firm's 
proprietary research tools and invest-
ment processes for a team of more than 
50 professionals, Calamos servs as a port-




tive investments. During his tenure, many 
of the firm's mutual funds have received 














Calamos Market Neutral Income Fund 
and Calamos Growth Fund. 
The Calamos Growth Fund was named 
the #1 Fund in the Forbes honor roll for 
three years in a row beginning in 2005, and 
the Calamos Growth and Income Fund 
earned the Standard & Poor's/Business 
Week Excellence in Fund Management 
Award in both 2003 and 2004. 
A chartered financial analyst, he is 
author of the 2003 book Convertible 
Arbitrage: Insights and Techniques for 
Successful Hedging. The book has been 
used as a textbook in investment man-
agement curricula. Calamos has been 
quoted in The Wall Street Journal, 
Barron's, Fortune, Business Week, and 
Pensions & Investments and regularly 
appears on CNBC, Kudlow & Company 
and Bloomberg TV. 
Humanitarian Efforts: 
James Gildersleeve '72 
Gildersleeve is president of 
Gildersleeve Fertilizer Co. He has demon-
strated steadfast dedication and service 
to his alma mater for more than 30 
years, including 17 years on the SIU 
Alumni Association Board of Directors, 
two as president. In addition, he served 
on the SIU Foundation Board for 21 
years and was president for two years. In 
2012, he began serving on the College of 
Agricultural Sciences Leadership Board. 
Gildersleeve has served on numerous 
campus committees, including the 
Southern at 150 planning committee and 
a School of Medicine foundation advisory 
committee of community leaders. He has 
committed time, talent, and resources to 
the overall good of the institution while 
overseeing a major agricultural business 
four hours away from Carbondale. 
The SIU graduate's humanitarian 
efforts stretch beyond SIU. He has 
demonstrated compassion for his local 
community, including contributing land 













at a nearby university, assisting with 
tuition and welcoming the student as a 
family member. 
He has held positions on local, state, 
and national corn and soybean groups 
and each year plants several acres of 
sweet corn close to the city of Hudson, 
111., for residents to pick for their person-
al use. Gildersleeve held an elected com-
mitteeman position for 32 years and has 
had leadership positions on civic com-




Jackson is professor emeritus of 
sculpture at the School of the Art 
Institute in Chicago and owner of The 
Raven Gallery, home of the 
Contemporary Art Center in Peoria, 111. 
He creates bronze abstract figurative 
work and monumental steel and cast 
bronze sculptures as well as two-dimen-
sional pieces. 
Much of lackson's work deals with the 
subject of history - both precise depictions 
of well-known 
historical fig-











race and gender issues, injustice, war, vio-
lence, and ecology. 
Jackson's commissions in Chicago 
include a sculpture on Wacker Drive of 
Irv Kupcinet, the late Chicago Sun-Times 
newspaper columnist and broadcast per-
sonality; a cast bronze relief in the 
Chicago Brainerd Library honoring 
renowned poet Gwendolyn Brooks; a 
bust of Dr. Daniel Hale Williams at 
Feinberg School of Medicine at 
Northwestern University; a sculpture of 
Marie Wilkinson in Aurora; and a bust of 
Fred Hampton in Maywood. 
He has been awarded two Regional 
Emmys and was a 1998 Laureate of the 
Lincoln Academy of Illinois. 
Young Alumni Achievement: 
Joshua Kaujfman '06 
Kauffman is a senior strategic com-
munications consultant at a subsidiary 
of Nippon Telegraph and Telephone 
Company, a Global Fortune 29 company 
and the largest telecommunications 
company in the world serving Fortune 
50 clients in the financial and insurance 
industries. 
Kauffman was a Route 66 Raceway 
announcer, a news commentator at 
Nick Calamos 
























unteered for a number of other social 
and civic organizations. 
SIU 
ALUMNI 
A S S O C I A T I O N  
KNOW AN SIU ALUMNUS THAT HAS 
ACHIEVED SUCCESS & RECOGNITION 
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BOYLES, Robert H., EX '83 
3/10/2014, Fairfield, III. 
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Harold Bardo Receives 2014 
Lindell Sturgis Service Award 
by Christi Mathis 
Involvement in community service is "just part of being a good citizen,"Harold 
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ASTRONAUT 




Alumnus Shares Connection 
To The Apollo Generation 








ties for Saluki Athletics. 
"I spent substantial time at Morris Library as a student and 
also attended events at the Arena," he says. "It is wonderful to 
see the University's balance of investment in both academics 
and athletics." 
While Jurek, a marketing and public relations executive in 
Chicago, enjoyed SIU's new facilities, he was perhaps most 
thrilled by a familiar sight. He says a piano located on the 
Student Center's second floor is the same instrument that his 
wife, Karin, a 1990 exchange student in the English graduate pro-
gram, played while the two were in college. 
"That piano actually served as a catalyst in the two of us 
meeting," he says. "Karin was an exchange student from Germany 
when we met at SIU. She used to play that same piano in the 
Student Center. I took a photo of the piano and texted it to Karin. 
It was a great moment to share with her." 
Such nostalgia is a predominant theme in Jurek's life. As a youth 
in the 1970s, he collected stamps, coins, and autographs. A self-
described "space geek" who refers to himself as a child of the 
b _ ___ John Glenn's Personal Album 
LI .  MAKING OF 
urt A BRAVE MAN 
David Meerman Scott (right), a fellow lifelong space enthusiast, 
teamed with Jurek to co­author Marketing the Moon: The Selling of 
the Apollo Lunar Program. 
Apollo generation, he has vivid memories of his initial connection 
with space, watching the Saturn V rocket launch on his family's 













ment essential to their journey - some of 
which even landed on the moon. His col-
lection also features the worlds largest col-
lection of $2 bills that have flown in space. 
Some items were purchased directly from 
astronauts. Other collector's items were 
made available at annual space sales and 
auctions or through dealers and agents. 
"My high school teacher once asked 
us to write a paper about a celebrity. So I 
sent a letter to Neil Armstrong," Jurek 
says. "He sent me a wonderful response 
with an autographed picture. That photo 
I received 32 years ago started me on a 
path of collecting space items." 
Jurek enjoys sharing his collection and 
using it as a teachable moment through 
historic anecdotes. The University 
during his book signing on campus. 
Museum is planning an exhibit of Jurek's 
artifacts for display during the fall 2014 
semester. 
"It connects you to historical 
moments and stories that haven't been 
told before. But there's also a personal 
side, because the items clearly meant 
something to the astronaut," he says. 
"There is a responsibility for collectors 
like me. We should safeguard and pro-
tect these artifacts for the next genera-
tion. Whether we pass it on to another 
collector or a museum, it's essential for 
everyone to continue to appreciate and 
preserve our history for the benefit of 
future generations." 
This is just one reason why Jurek co-
authored a book, Marketing the Moon: 
The Selling of the Apollo Lunar Program. 
The book, published by MIT Press, 
launched during Jurek's return to cam-
pus, when he conducted a presentation 
and book signing for the University com-
munity, with 20 percent of the 




Jurek points out that many 
books have been written about 
Apollo, but this is the first publi-
cation to explore NASA's holistic 
approach to marketing and pub-
lic relations to communicate, 
educate, and sell the space pro-
gram. Marketing the Moon fea-
tures collectables and artifacts 
that haven't been viewed before. 
He and his co-author, David 
Meerman Scott, a best-selling 
author of nine business books 
and an international speaker, are 
both lifelong space enthusiasts 
who initially met at Astronaut 
Scholarship Foundation events 
in Florida. They frequently dis-
cussed the need for a book 
recounting the public relations 
and marketing efforts for the 
space program by both NASA 
and the many NASA contractors. 
"David and I started talking to astro-
nauts about the concept during the 
Apollo 13 40th anniversary event. They 
really got us excited," Jurek recalls. "We 
looked at each other and said,'Dammit, 
let's stop complaining about it and just 
do it.' So we did." 
Meerman Scott says he and Jurek ini-
tially met during an Apollo astronaut 
event and enjoyed an instant connection. 
He says their commonalities go beyond 
the fact that they're both marketing and 
public relations professionals. 
"It was like we were long-lost broth-
ers. We both share an almost obsessive 
passion about the Apollo program and 
collect artifacts that have been carried 
into space and even to the surface of the 
moon," Meerman Scott says. "When we 
lamented on the lack of a book about the 
marketing aspects of Apollo, it was obvi-
ous that we were just the ones to write 






tary. Neither of us could have written it 
alone." 
The duo also credits Scott-Martin 
Kosofsky of the Philidor Company, who 
served as their agent and packager. 
Kosofsky handled various business and 
design aspects of the book, similar to a 
movie producer's role, and assisted the 
duo in structuring their stories around 
their collection of rare artifacts, vintage 
photographs, and original documents. 
Gene Cernan, the last man to have walked 
on the moon during the last Apollo mis-
sion, wrote the book's foreword. 
"Because of Scott's amazing design 
work, this book has a feel of a museum 
exhibit in your hands," Jurek says. "It 
includes a narrative about various sub-
jects we wanted to cover, including the 
lessons that can be learned by modern 
marketing and PR practitioners from 
NASA's pioneering efforts that many of 
us today know as real-time marketing 
and brand journalism." 
He says it took four years to complete 
the book. Foreign rights have been sold 
for a Japanese language edition, and 
there is interest in other countries. The 
book is going into its third printing, and 
documentary film rights to Marketing 
the Moon are being optioned by Robert 
Stone Productions. 
"We have been blown away by the 
response," Jurek says. "Everyone was 
engaged and wanted the space program 
to succeed. Apollo was a global event, 
and it was significant on many levels. 
People of all generations feel connected 
to this historic event." 
THE APOLLO 
SIGNIFICANCE 
Jurek points out that Apollo signifi-
cance has impacted our lives in multiple 
facets. For example, he points out that 
everything from the reduced size of the 
microchip to the capabilities of popular 
smart phones occurred as a result of the 
research and development poured into 
the Apollo missions. 
"It's no accident or coincidence that 
companies like Intel formed during the 
great space race, and that Microsoft, 
Apple and other high-tech firms were 
established immediately after Apollo, 
leveraging the technologies that were 
The University is planning an exhibit of Jurek's space artifacts during the fall 2014 semester. 
His collection includes space­flown $2 bills. 
spawned by the massive research and 
development necessary to get us to the 
moon," he says. "Our society - both tech-
nologically as well as economically - has 
made huge strides as a result of this pro-
gram. And it goes beyond our country; 
Apollo spurred advances worldwide 
from a technological standpoint." 
Even as Jurek talks about Apollo's 
impact on technological advances, he 
can't help but remain nostalgic during 
his return to Carbondale. In particular, 
he points out that a poetry class with 
Rodney Jones, one of his English profes-
sors and his thesis director, was critical 
in developing a foundation for his career 
in corporate marketing and communi-
cations. 
"I attained some essential lessons 
from Rodney," he says. "In particular, 
the impactful effect of economy of lan-
guage, the power of metaphor to get 
your ideas across instantly and with 
meaning, and the important difference 
between mystery and ambiguity. Your 
audience can figure out the former ele-
ment, while the latter is frustratingly 
unclear." 
Jones, who reconnected with Jurek 
during his return to campus, isn't sur-
prised by his former student's success. 
"As a student, Rich was both brilliant 
and focused. His considerable talent was 
never exercised as just a show. He meant 
to communicate, and he worked as hard 
at the craft of writing as any student I've 
seen," Jones says. 
"Rich was also generous and sensitive 
in critiquing the work of his peers. His suc-
cesses in business and in writing do not 
surprise me, and I suspect that they result 
as much from his humanity as his keen 
intelligence. He's the complete package." 
For more information or to purchase a 
copy o/Marketing the Moon ... The 
Selling of the Apollo Lunar Program, 
please visit http://mitpress.mit.edu/books/ 
marketing-moon. SIU alumni, faculty and 
students can receive a 20 percent discount 
on their purchase by using the code "SIU20" 
when they visit the site. 
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Washington D.C. Reception Honors Janice Jacobs 
The recently revitalized Washington D.C. Chapter hosted more than 60 alumni to a reception at University Club honor-ing SIU graduate Janice Jacobs' retirement from the State Department. During her three decade tenure, Jacobs served 
in multiple roles, including as a U.S. ambassador. Congressman Bill Enyart, Illinois 12th district, attended the reception 
and also briefly spoke about his time at SIU. Chancellor Rita Cheng served as the keynote speaker and recognized Jacobs' 





Spring Training Game 
More than 75 alumni and friends attended a White Sox-
Cubs Spring Training game in Glendale, Ariz, at an event coor-
dinated by Phoenix chapter president Danny Griffin. Prior to 
the game, the group enjoyed tailgating in the parking lot and 




Central Florida Picnic 
The Central Florida Chapter hosted more than 25 alumni and 
friends to a picnic at Fort De Soto State Park overlooking beauti-
ful Tampa Bay. Prior to lunch, several Salukis mingled, while oth-
ers took advantage of the beaches and beautiful weather. Chapter 
leaders Tom and JoAnn Chamberlain coordinated the picnic. 
SIU Day At Minute Maid Park 
More than 65 Salukis attended a May game between the 
Chicago White Sox and the hometown Houston Astros. Houston 
Alumni Club leaders Jason and Chelsey Glenn helped organize 
the gathering, which featured tickets and an all-you-can-eat 
food bar. Prior to the game, Salukis met at Lucky's Pub. 
Motown The Musical 
The Chicagoland Chapter hosted more than 50 alumni to a 
Broadway performance at Oriental Theater. Alumni were later 











SIU Day With The 

































ident, while Paul Copeland, a 1983 graduate and SIU 
Veterans Service coordinator, will be vice president. Brenda 
Carter, a two-degree graduate, 1998 and master's degree in 
1999, is secretary, and former SIU employee and U.S. 
Marine Mark "Skip" Cosgrove, also a two-degree graduate, 
1975 and master's degree in 1984, will serve as treasurer. 
Alumni groups are made up of graduates, former stu-
dents, and friends of SIU, all of whom share a special 
mutual interest and gather as an organization to serve 
the university. The Saluki Veterans Alumni Group joins 
other charters, such as the Black Alumni Group, the 
Alumni Band Group, and the Greek Alumni Group. 
"The SIU Alumni Association is excited to have the vet-
eran's group as a part of our organization," Michelle Suarez, 
Association executive director, says."This initiative certain-
ly illustrates a real collaboration between the University, 
alumni around the world, and students." 
Southern Alumni 11 
Greater Michigan Dinner 
The Greater Michigan Chapter hosted a large group of alumni and friends to a reception and dinner at Dave & Buster's. 
SIU Chairman of Automotive Technology Mike Behrmann was the guest speaker and presented updates regarding the auto-




To May Graduates 
The SIU Alumni Association took the unprecedented step of offering one-year gift memberships to all students gradu-
ating this spring. The Association's National Board of Directors 
approved the initiative at its April 26 meeting. Any student 
graduating from an on- or off-campus program in May were 
eligible to redeem an annual membership at no charge. 
While memberships for recent graduates are typically $25 
up to a year after graduation. Association Board President 
Barry Smith says he is excited to help each May graduate 
become part of a thriving alumni network. 
"This year our national board committed to offering a 
complimentary membership to each graduate who wants 
one," Smith says.'T hope they use that membership to its 
fullest extent and establish a link to people who share SIU as 
their alma mater. We feel it will help them stay connected 
while supporting the University and countless generations of 
students who will someday also earn degrees from the 
University." 
SIU Alumni Association Executive Director Michelle Suarez 
says that graduating students who take advantage of this mem-
bership offer by the July 31 deadline will have the chance to 
experience first-hand the power of the Association's networking 
potential. "With more than 250,000 alumni living in the world 
today, Salukis are working in just about every career field imag-
inable," she notes. "Each of those alumni is a potential connec-
tion for a graduate looking for that first job out of college." 
Class Of 1964 -
Save The Date! 
This year's Homecoming Weekend is Oct. 24-25 and 
will be the place to attend your 50th Year Reunion at SIU. 
Many activities are planned, including your induction into 
the Half Century Club. More information will be provided 
closer to the event, and visit www.siualumni.com/1964 for 
updates as they become available. Mary Keel, Shirley Beggs 
and Lynn McPheeters are chairs of the reunion. 
Please share this information with your classmates 
and encourage them to update their contact information 
at www.siualumni.com/update, or by calling the SIU 
Alumni Association at 618/453-2408. 
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A Path Filled With Accomplishments 









gram, she says, is invaluable. Susan 
Graham '03, M.S. '09, business 
administrator in the dean's office in 
the College of Agricultural Sciences, 
says much the same about Edgar, a 
Student Employee of the Year nomi-
nee. 
"I was so grateful to have John 
working with us because he under-
stands the area and he understands 
the culture of FFA," Buchheit 
says. The chapter is in its second 
year, and is already growing. Edgar 
said a highlight was accompanying 
the fledgling chapter to the FFA 
National Convention in Louisville, 
Ky., and seeing those students suc-
ceed in horse judging competitions 
and other events. 
When Edgar graduated from SIU on 
May 10, with a bachelor's degree in 
agribusiness economics, he left behind a 
path filled with accomplishments, com-
petence, and dedication. He is the fifth 
generation of his family's name, where 
his father and his grandfather both 
worked at the First National Bank of Ava 
and ran a family farm. He graduated 
from Trico High School in 2010 - the 
only high school in Jackson County at 
that time with an active FFA chapter. 
Edgar spent his first year out of high 
school in Springfield as one of five elect-
ed state representatives to the Illinois 
FFA organization. His experience during 
that year - working out of an office in 
Springfield, leading workshops for FFA 
Edgar was selected to introduce James Gildersleeve 
at the recent SIU Distinguished Alumni ceremony. 
chapters and participating in study trips 
to Washington D.C. and Argentina -
opened his eyes to how policies and 
decisions are made. He began to under-
stand what is involved in bringing agri-
cultural education to a school district. 
He returned to SIU as a Chancellor's 
Scholar, and immediately he got to work 
promoting the most visible advocate of 
agricultural education - FFA. He joined 
the SIU chapter of Collegiate FFA and 
served one year as chapter reporter and 
one year as president. Currently, he holds 
an advisory position with the group, and 
was an integral part of increasing the 
presence of FFA on the SIU campus. 
"SIU has the third largest FFA chapter 
in the nation as of 2012, the last time the 
official numbers were posted," Edgar 
says. "Since then, our membership 
has grown. We now have approxi-
mately 100 paid members, with a 
regular meeting attendance of about 
60 members." 
The SIU chapter, Edgar points 
out, remains the FFA model for colle-
giate chapters, in large part because 
SIU hosts more events and networks 
with more schools than any other 
collegiate FFA chapter. He estimates 
that SIU FFA works with 100 differ-
ent high schools each year and hosts 
approximately 20 events each year for 
high school FFA students. 
FFA isn't Edgar's only gig. He's 
also a member of the Ag Council, the 
coordinating body for the several 
agriculture-related registered student 
organizations and a member of 
Agbassadors, a group that represent 
the College of Agricultural Sciences 
as student recruiters to represent 
agricultural sciences generally and 
SIU in particular. Agbassadors visited 
50 high schools and community col-
leges this academic year alone, said 
Edgar, who is also a member of the 
University Honors Program. 
As a student employee in the dean's 
office, Edgar had the opportunity to be 
involved with event planning, including 
building on his relationships with high 
school teachers and counselors, students 
from across the broad range of agricul-
tural sciences majors, and with local 
members of the community. 
"I hope to build on what my educa-
tion has taught me about policies and 
how they are made," he says. "I think it's 
going to be a challenge in coming years 
to find people who understand both how 
the policies are made, and also what 
effects they really have on the people in 
agricultural education and agriculture." 
Edgar plans to return to SIU in the 
fall to earn a master's degree in agricul-
tural education. 
Southern Alumni 39 
Preserving Our Musical Heritage 



















Legends and Lore of Southern 




of the region in Folk Songs and 

















Pioneers in Television (1997), Virginia 
Marmaduke: A Journey in Print From 
Carbondale to Chicago (2002), and June 
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Class Notes 
Alumni listed in maroon 
are SIU Alumni 
Association members. 
1930s 











































Robert Coover EX '51 has 
published The Brunist Day of 
Wrath, the long­awaited sequel 
to the award­winning The 
























Herrin Daily Journal. That paper 
along with the Murphysboro 
Daily Independent and the 






















































People And Cultures 
John Wilhelm '66 is the chairman and co­founder of Intrax, a San Francisco­based company devoted to fostering international 
understanding through cultural exchange and educational pro-
grams, with operations in more than 100 countries worldwide. He 
founded Intrax in 1980 with his business partner Takeshi Yokota to 
provide a lifetime of high-quality educational, work, and volunteer 
programs that connect people and cultures. 
Over the past 30 
years they have 
grown the company 
to provide cross-cul-
tural exchange expe-
riences to more than 
40,000 participants a 
year. Programs for 
U.S. and internation-
al students are 
offered such as work 
travel, au pair, high 
school exchange, lan-
guage learning, and 
volunteer abroad. 
The SIU School of 
Business graduate is 
also the co-founder 
of Ayusa International, a non-profit company that promotes global 
learning and leadership through foreign exchange, study abroad, and 
leadership programs for high school students from the U.S. and 
around the world. Before co-founding Intrax, Wilhelm was the direc-
tor of operations for Foreign Study League, Inc. and was responsible 
for program operations in Europe, Mexico, and the Far East. 
After graduating from SIU, Wilhelm spent the summer in Japan. 
He told the San Francisco Business Times that the experience is 
something that he will never forget, and played a major role in his 
career path. "The impact was of going to Japan was indescribable," 
he notes. "I wanted to give other young people that same opportuni-
ty." He soon joined a firm in Salt Lake City that sent 12,000 students 
to Europe each summer before eventually founding Intrax in 1980. 
Over the course of his career he has had the pleasure of working 

























































































Gene Winfield's TV & Movie Cars, 




Get Smart, The Man From 
U.N.C.L.E., Mod Squad, Bewitched, 





Runner, RoboCop, and The Last 
Starfighter. Still customizing cars 
today, Winfield is 86 years old. 



































acclaimed memoir,A Field of 
Innocence: Nam, 1968: A Hell of a 





















Newsweek, The L.A. Times, The 
Wall Street Journal, The Chicago 
















Dietz Named President 
Of Illinois State University 










































































































































































Wilcox Credits Time At 
SIU For Theatric Success 




































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































If you would like to give the gift of an 
endowed scholarship to honor someone 




































A Special Valentine 






































A $140 value 
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The Summer Of '38 
In the summer of 1938, aspiring puppeteers in the summer recre-
ational training course at Southern created marionettes fashioned 
after the big bad wolf and the three little pigs. Under the guidance of 
instructor Don Vestal, students (from left) J. Oliver Carson, Oakdale, III.; 
Doris Bierman, Centralia, III.; Dorothy Carson, Nashville, III.; and Edith 
Bronson, Centralia, III., created the figures. 
Vestal ran a gallery in Chicago that dealt in "modern" art, and was 
eager to enter the realm of avante-garde art making through pup-
petry. He met Gertrude Stein one windy day in November 1934, and he 
later wrote her,"I can see them [puppets] as adult entertainment, more 
fraught with symbolism and import than the imagists themselves." 
Legendary Southern Athletics Director William McAndrew sent the 
Chicago Tribune this note to promote the work of the students in hope 
of seeing the photo printed in the major daily newspaper. 
STATE OF ILLINOIS 






Enclosed you will find a picture of the big 
bad wolf and the three little pigs represented 
hy a quartet of marionettes made by the students 
in the summer reasreational training course in 
the Southern Illinois State Normal University 
this suaner. 
The instructor in this work was Don Vestal of 
1436 Astor Street, Chicago, Illinois. If you 
can use this picture, you are very welcome to 
do so. 
Very truly yours, 
William ^cAndrew 
Athletic Director 
Norwood's Book Will 











bookCleared for Takeoff: 
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A Pilot's Story of Challenges and Triumphs 































A S S O C I A T I O N  
EZf HELPYOUR UNIVERSITY. 
^ SHARE YOUR EXPERIENCE. 
t^MAKE A DIFFERENCE 
Volunteer SIU is looking for volunteers to help at events  and activities on and off 
campus year­round. 
Register to become a volunteer online today! 
­  M IKE  MULFORD   ' 8 8  
"I look back fondly on my years at Southern Illinois University. Volunteering 
is a joy, and I really enjoy giving back to my alma, mater. It strengthens old 
friendships and helps make new Saluki connections." 
VOLUNTEER SIU  www.si ualu m ni.com/volu nteer 
